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Lanna Theological Center

A MINISTRY OF C.M.O.
Equuipping leaders for the harvest in Thailand and beyond.

Date: May, 2026
Dear Friends,

I'd like to share a story with you—one that has stayed with me and that I hope
will encourage you.

It's a reminder that when God calls, we can trust Him to lead and provide.

Prae did not plan to study ministry. But during a summer youth camp,
something shifted. She was challenged to put God at the center of her life—not
just in what she believed, but in the decisions she would make about her
future.

So she prayed.

And as she prayed, she sensed clearly
that God was calling her into ministry.

There was just one problem

her family did not agree.

They wanted something more secure for her. A different path. A more
predictable future. Out of respect, she tried to explore other options.

But that sense of calling didn’t go away.
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Today, she is beginning her junior year. Already, she is demonstrating both a
servant’s heart and growing leadership.
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Scripture tells us that God has prepared good works in advance for His people.
(Ephesians 2:10) Our role isn't to determine what we will do for Him; rather,
it's to respond.

For some, that leads to places like Lanna Theological Center, where leaders
are being formed for long-term service.

For others, it unfolds in everyday life—within families, churches, and
communities. Yet the principle remains the same: God calls. We respond.

It is recruitment season at Lanna. New student Interview Day is set for
May 13. The new year opens on May 26. I'll be honest, it's a time when I can
feel the pressure of numbers. Even when we try not to, we tend to measure
impact by size. So, every year, I remind myself that in the Kingdom of God,
our focus is different, and we cannot use the world's system to judge what God
is doing.

LTC is not a general education school. We are not simply looking for more
students.

We are looking for the one God is calling to step into a season of preparation
for ministry. Yes, ministry... especially in places like Thailand....doesn't offer
secure career paths with stable salaries and promotions, etc. It can be messy
and hard. But it is also a life filled with the blessings of God, of seeing Him
provide in amazing ways. I am reminded of Psalm 37:25:

“I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” (KJV)
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is not to meet recruitment numbers. It is to respond to those whom He sends,
to disciple them, teach them, prepare them, and send them out to serve.

And in that process, we are reminded of something deeper: God is not only
calling students to Lanna—He is calling_each of us to step into His purposes.

So, this question is not just for students applying to Lanna, but for all of us:
What might God be asking you to step into today?

Stories like Prae’s are part of what makes Lanna meaningful to me—seeing how
God works in people’s lives as they learn to follow His leading.

Thank you for taking the time to read and reflect on this story. Together, we
are witnessing what God does when His calling is met with faithful response.

Blessings, Carmen

If you'd like to help make stories like Prae’s possible, you can learn more about
the EQUIP Scholarship Fund here.
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